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the student who will not receive a high-school education the study of economics 
must begin in the last three grammar grades or in the junior high school. 
It is therefore necessary that the school be supplied with material that may be 
profitably used in these grades. 

The purpose of a recent writer on economics' has been to present in simple 
and direct form what the high-school student, the future citizen, should know 
about economics. The book is intended for use as a textbook in beginning 
courses, the object being not only to give instruction in economic principles 
but also to apply the theory to everyday affairs. 

The twenty-two chapters of the book are devoted to discussions of such 
subjects as "Competition and Monopoly," "Value and Price," "Money," 
"Banking," "Insurance," "Savings and Investment," and "Taxation." 

In presenting the material the author uses the following plan. Each chap- 
ter is preceded by an assignment for the preliminary gathering of local data 
which might be termed a community survey of the subject under consideration. 
Following this the author discusses each of the main topics of the subject. 
At the close of the chapter he gives a list of questions which the student should 
be able to answer and suggests further readings. For instance, chapter xix, 
deahng with taxation, starts with the following assignment : 

1. Make a list of all kinds of taxes collected and the amount received from each 
source in the community for local purposes. 

2. What property is not taxed ? 

3. How is property assessed ? 

4. How are taxes collected ? [p. 291]. 

The author then discusses the main topics of the subject, namely, income 
taxes, excise taxes, tariffs, inheritance taxes, licenses, poll tax, special assess- 
ments, the basis of fair taxation, effect of taxation on business, public debts, 
proposed changes in taxation, taxation as social control, and shifting and 
incidence. A list of nineteen questions and five references is then presented. 

The book is written in language easily understood by students of the 
junior high school. The subjects discussed should interest the students if 
the teacher will connect them with their activities by following out the pre- 
liminary assignments. 

James Vaughn 

An encyclopedia for home and school. — One is constantly aware of the need 
for works of reference which are neither too technical to be of service to children 
and to adults of meager educational training nor too "popular" in their 
make-up to give the assurance of reliability. The publishers of a recently 
issued encyclopedia^ have sought to meet the demand for such material both 

' John A. Lapp, Economics and the Community. New York: Century Co., 1922. 
Pp. v+366. 

» Compton's Pictured Encyclopedia. Chicago: F. E. Compton & Co., 1922. 
Vols. I-VH. 
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in the home and in the school by securing the services of an editorial staff of 
recognized authorities in the fields of their specialties to insure accuracy and 
breadth of view, and by giving special consideration to methods of presenta- 
tion of all types of material for the sake of interest and simplicity of treatment. 

Appearing opportunely within so short a time after a war of revolutioniz- 
ing effect upon almost every phase of human life and knowledge, the work gives 
evidence of careful consideration of the latest developments along all lines of 
endeavor and has the freshness and appeal of new facts interestingly presented. 

Two features of the material make these volumes especially attractive as 
a work of reference. These are the organization of the material, together 
with devices to facilitate the use of the volumes, and the unusually interesting 
and significant illustrations in which each volume abounds. 
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